I&4            SHE    MADE    WORLD    CHAOS

frightened Berliners were more modest.   They contented
themselves by shouting, " To the Rhine ! "

It was always the ill-luck of the Crown Princess that she
became a mother on the eve of Prussia's going to war.
Consequently, she was always in weak health when she
most needed her courage and resolution. This time the
new infant was Princess Sophie, who afterwards married
Constantine of Greece,

Vicky's letters home were almost incoherent. She was
distracted, brokenhearted. The christening of little Sophie
in the private chapel at New Palace was a celebration of
dreadful gloom. All the men, including Bismarck, were in
field uniform. At the end of the service they would say
good-bye, perhaps for ever. The old King was going with
his troops, but he was so shaken that he could not hold his
grandchild at the font. The Queen stepped forward and
took Sophie out of his arms and presented the child for him.
The younger children were crying and irritable, and little
Victoria kept sobbing: " Don't let the man hurt baby 1"
Vicky herself was on the verge of a breakdown. That
morning early she and Fritz had taken the sacrament
together. To-morrow, or the next day, he had to leave with
. the troops.

But, the Crown Princess was not too overcome to summon
Count Bismarck when she left the chapel and argue with him
about Prussia's irrational attitude toward England.

* The English are more hated at this moment than the
French,' she informs her mother, ' and Lord Granville (the
Foreign Minister) more than Beneditti. Of course, cela a
rejailli on my poor innocent head. I have fought many a
battle about Lord Granville, indignant at hearing my old
friend so attacked, but all parties agree in making him out
French. I picked a quarrel about it on the day of the
christening, tired and miserable as I was. I sent for Bismarck
up into my room on purpose to say my say about Lord
Granville, but he would not believe me, and said, with a
smile,/' But his acts prove it." Fritz, of course, does not
believe it, but I think the King and Queen do/